353.   FOREWORD TO "LIFE OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA"

SABARMATI,1

Margsheersh Krishna 1, 1981 [December2 12, 1924]

The story of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa's life is a story of re-
ligion in practice. His life enables us to see God face to face. No
one can read the story of his life without being convinced that God
alone is real and that all else is an illusion. Ramakrishna was a
living embodiment of godliness. His sayings are not those of a mere
learned man but they are pages from the Book of Life. They are
revelations of his own experiences. They, therefore, leave on the
reader an impression which he cannot resist. In this age of scep-
ticism Ramakrishna presents an example of a bright and living
faith which gives solace to thousands of men and Women who
Would otherwise have remained without spiritual light. Rama-
krishna's life was an object-lesson in ahimsa. His love knew no
limits, geographical or otherwise. May his divine love be an
inspiration to all who read the following pages.

M. K. GANDHI

Lift of Sri Ramakrishna

354.   "PATIDARS" AND UNTOUCHABLES
I still receive complaints from our untouchable brothers
against Patidars. A brother has sent me cuttings wherein t e
facts are supported by names and addresses. It is alleged that those
untouchables who had given up the job of removing carcasses were
beaten up and made to do this work.
If this is a fact, it would amount to swadeshi Dyerism, and in
some respects, even worse than the foreign variety. The action of
the foreigner had at least a slight excuse in the conduct of the
people. There is no such excuse here. The foreigners are few in
number and hence, ordinarily, they have cause for fear. In this
swadeshi Dyerism, however, the Patidars are greater in number,
while the untouchables are fewer and inferior in strength as well
1 As given in the source; however, Gandhiji reached Sabarmati on Decem-
t><& 13; vide "Letter to Mathuradas Trikumji", 14-12-1924.
2 The sotirce, however, mentions "November 12, 1924".